
Researcher/stakeholder workshop
28-29 January 2008, Birmingham

Aim: To inform EPSRC of current research 
challenges and knowledge gaps concerning 
climate change and the built environment, 

infrastructure and utilities



• Background to SKCC
• Insights from the Stakeholder Workshops

Jim Hall
Newcastle University



BKCC
Stakeholder workshops in London and Edinburgh in 2001 facilitated by UKCIP

Expressions of interest and researcher/stakeholder workshop facilitated by UKCIP 2002

9 projects funded

Stakeholder Forum oversaw the BKCC programme

Integrating Framework facilitated connections between projects and common provision of 
scenarios and data management facilities

7 original projects complete 2006, 2 ongoing

SKCC
Aims:

1. Sustain the researcher and end user community assembled around the BKCC programme.

2. Synthesise and disseminate results from BKCC to maximise impact.

3. Develop a coherent user-led plan for future research into the impacts of climate change on the built environment and 
infrastructure and development of adaptation solutions.

Synthesis and dissemination:

BKCC summary publication 
(delivered March 07)

Dissemination conference (March 
07)

Sustaining the community:

Web site, newsletter, email bulletin

Workshops of cross-cutting interest:

• UEA: November 06

• Birmingham: May 07

Stakeholder steering group 

Developing the research 
agenda for BKCC2

• Stakeholder-only workshops in 
London and Edinburgh (October 
07). What do end users need?

• Researcher/stakeholder 
workshops (Early 08). Defining and 
refining the research programme

BKCC2

• EPSRC call for collaborative proposals with substantial stakeholder involvement (March 08)

• Stakeholder forum and Integrating Framework (building on experiences in BKCC and SKCC)
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07). What do end users need?

• Researcher/stakeholder 
workshops (Early 08). Defining and 
refining the research programme

BKCC2

• EPSRC call for collaborative proposals with substantial stakeholder involvement (April 08?)

• Stakeholder forum and Integrating Framework (building on experiences in BKCC and SKCC)
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• CRANIUM: Climate change Risk Assessment: New Impact 
and Uncertainty Methods

• BETWIXT: Construction of climate scenarios for the built 
environment, transport and utilities

• Engineering Historic Futures (EHF): Adaptation of Historic 
Environments to Moisture-Related Climate Change

• AUDACIOUS: Adaptable Urban Drainage - Addressing 
Change in Intensity, Occurrence and Uncertainty of 
Stormwater

• GENESIS: Climate Change Impacts assessment on the 
Electricity Supply Industry and Utilities

• ASCCUE: Adaptation Strategies for Climate Change in the 
Urban Environment

• BIONICS: Biological & Engineering Impacts of Climate 
Change on Slopes

• BESEECH: Economic & Social Information for Examining 
the Effects of Climate Change

• Impact of Climate Change on UK Air Transport



BKCC
Stakeholder workshops in London and Edinburgh in 2001 facilitated by UKCIP

Expressions of interest and researcher/stakeholder workshop facilitated by UKCIP 2002

9 projects funded

Stakeholder Forum oversaw the BKCC programme

Integrating Framework facilitated connections between projects and common provision of 
scenarios and data management facilities

7 original projects complete 2006, 2 ongoing

SKCC
Aims:

1. Sustain the researcher and end user community assembled around the BKCC programme.

2. Synthesise and disseminate results from BKCC to maximise impact.

3. Develop a coherent user-led plan for future research into the impacts of climate change on the built environment and 
infrastructure and development of adaptation solutions.

Synthesis and dissemination:

BKCC summary publication 
(delivered March 07)

Dissemination conference (March 
07)

Sustaining the community:

Web site, newsletter, email bulletin

Workshops of cross-cutting interest:

• UEA: November 06

• Birmingham: May 07

Stakeholder steering group 

Developing the research 
agenda for BKCC2

• Stakeholder-only workshops in 
London and Edinburgh (October 
07). What do end users need?

• Researcher/stakeholder 
workshops (Early 08). Defining and 
refining the research programme

BKCC2

• EPSRC call for collaborative proposals with substantial stakeholder involvement (April 08?)

• Stakeholder forum and Integrating Framework (building on experiences in BKCC and SKCC)

2001
2002
2003

2006

2007

2008



SKCC Investigators and 
management

Investigators
• Jim Hall (Newcastle)
• John Handley (Manchester)
• Clare Goodess (UEA)
• May Cassar (UCL)
Staff
• Claire Walsh (Newcastle)
• Graeme Sherriff (Manchester)
• Sarah Lindley (Manchester)
• Nick Cockcroft (UCL)

Stakeholder advisory 
committee

• Roger Street (UKCIP)
• Jane Milne (ABI)
• Rob Shaw (TCPA)
• Richard Biggs (CIC)
• Bruce McVean (CABE)
• Brian Wilkinson (UKWIR)
• Jenny Crawford (RTPI)



Communications and dissemination
• Web site: www.k4cc.org
• Intranet and data management 
• Newsletter
• Email bulletins

Activities of SKCC



Communications and dissemination
• Dissemination conference (March 2007)
• BKCC summary publication
• Site visits: 

– Stamford Brook, Manchester (October 
2006)

– Bradford (February 2007)
– Ironbridge (March 2007)
– BIONICS, Newcastle (September 2007)

Activities of SKCC



Activities of SKCC

Scoping research on cross-sectoral topics
• Use of probabilistic scenarios in impacts assessment and 

adaptation studies (November 2006)
• Adapting the Built Environment and Utilities to a Changing 

Climate (May 2007):
– Evaluation of adaptation options across sectors
– Linking adaptation and mitigation
– Impacts and adaptation of the existing and new building stock 

Defining future research
• Stakeholder Workshops (London and Edinburgh, October  

2007)
• 2 day researcher/stakeholder workshop (Jan 2008)
• Vision and strategy for BKCC2 (March 2008)



Insights from the Stakeholder 
Workshops

• Comprehensive set of notes

• Summary report:
– A synthesis of a large number of insights and 

suggestions obtained at the Stakeholder Workshops
– Has been reviewed and edited by our stakeholder 

committee
– Acts as a starting point for this workshop and a point 

of reference for stakeholder needs
– Is not exhaustive (based on the views of a large but 

not exhaustive group of stakeholders



From impacts to systems

• The first phase of climate impacts research focussed upon 
quantifying potential impacts

• Systemic interactions in 
– buildings, transport systems, water resources, energy systems, waste 

disposal etc.

modify the severity of impacts and the mechanisms for adaptation
• There is a clear need for a more strategic, system-scale 

understanding of vulnerability, robustness and resilience. 
• Linking adaptation and mitigation
• Tools for integrated analysis
• ‘Second order’ impacts, e.g. tourism, migration, industry relocation 

and potential disruption of globalised supply chains 



Highlighted climate impacts 
and sectors

• Climate impacts:
– Increasing temperatures
– Flooding
– Sea level rise
– Wind
– Drought and water scarcity

• Highlighted sectors:
– Transport infrastructure
– Existing building stock
– Energy supply and distribution



Cross-cutting issues

• Adapting to extremes
• Appraisal of adaptation
• Design decisions
• Performance of materials (old and new)
• Benefits of climate change
• Governance, planning, regulation
• Socio-economic change and adaptation 

behaviour 



The research and 
dissemination process

• Researchers need to better understand the mechanisms, 
legislation and constraints which practitioners work with

• Not all problems require research 
• Stakeholders were not universally aware of the state of the art 

of research knowledge 
• Not all stakeholder organisations have the capacity and 

skilled staff to make use of new research. 
• Need to ‘translate’ material before dissemination 
• The professional institutions have a key role in dissemination
• Case studies provide valuable examples for dissemination 

purposes. 


