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Overall aim

� To set out actions required to mitigate 
and adapt to climate change in the 
South East

� To facilitate action by setting out 
priorities, roles and responsibilities

� To help deliver Policy CC2: Climate 
Change in the South east Plan

� To supplement the South East Plan 
Implementation Plan



How will climate change affect the South East?

• Hotter drier summers
• Milder wetter winters
• Decrease in soil moisture
• Extreme high 

temperatures
• Extreme winter 

precipitation
• Increased storminess & 

wind speeds
• Net sea level rise









Scope and coverage of Implementation Plan

• 10 principles set out in draft Policy CC2:
– Mitigation:

• Improving energy efficiency
• Reducing the need to travel
• Promoting land that acts as carbon sinks
• Encouraging renewable energy
• Reducing waste to landfill
• To reduce C02 emissions by at least 20% below 1990 levels by 2010

– Adaptation:
• Guiding development to suitable locations
• Ensuring building stock is resilient
• Incorporating SUDS  & water efficiency
• Increasing flood storage & developing sustainable new water 

resources
• Ensuring opportunities are not foreclosed e.g. for habitat migration 



Approach to the study

• Commenced in 2005
• Review of policies in draft South East Plan
• Review of other policy guidance and research
• Aimed to draw together relevant actions and 

clarify implementation mechanisms
• Avoid duplicating work already undertaken
• Key stakeholders consulted
• Actions organised under themes used in the 

draft South East Plan



Principles for climate proofing and coverage 
in Implementation Plan



The Key Actions

• 10 key principles from policy CC2
• 138 actions identified
• For each principle 

– What is the issue?
– How is the issue being addressed?
– What barriers need to be overcome?
– What are the priorities for action & who are the key 

players?



E.g. Mitigation (i) Improving energy efficiency 
performance of new and existing buildings and 
influencing behaviour of occupants

• The issue:
– A typical house wastes 1/3 of the energy used
– Energy efficiency must be improved
– New homes represent a key opportunity but vital 

to tackle existing stock

• How is the issue being addressed?
– Information e.g. through Energy Saving Trust
– Awareness raising e.g. Regional Energy Group
– SEP policies e.g. EN1 supports BREEAM



Mitigation (i) Improving energy efficiency 
performance of new and existing buildings and 
influencing behaviour of occupants cont.

• Barriers
– Energy costs falling
– People expect warmer homes
– Need for strong national leadership
– Building Regs perceived to be too weak

• Actions

EST, Carbon Saving 
Trust, LAs, SEEDA

Action M(i) 10: Information on energy efficiency

DCLG, DEFRA, LPAs, 
builders

Action M(i) 3: Strengthen/enforce Building Regs

Developers & their 
advisors

Action M(i) 2: Achieve building energy standards

Local planning 
authorities

Action M(i) 1: Energy efficiency targets in DPDs



Adaptation (v): Ensuring opportunities for 
sustainable flood management and migration of 
habitats and species are not foreclosed

• The issue:
– Extensive area at risk of flooding
– LDFs must take a whole catchment approach 
– Region has over 700 SSSIs, but major losses
– Many species will need to be able to migrate

• How is the issue being addressed?
– Research & information e.g. ASSCUE project 

investigated Lewes, East Sussex
– Development of River Basin Management Plans
– Lifescapes initiative to model potential for species 

movement



Adaptation (v): Ensuring opportunities for 
sustainable flood management and migration of 
habitats and species are not foreclosed cont.

• Barriers
– Short time horizons of plans and strategies vs long term view 

needed to plan for climate change
– Financial cost of purchasing land and safeguarding areas
– Uncertainty about impacts of climate change 
– Lack of joined-up policy

• Actions

Defra, Natural England, 
universities 

Action A(v) 11: Research on the ability of species 
to track changes in their suitable climate space 

LPAs, Natural EnglandAction A(v) 10: Support wildlife corridors in LDDs

Defra, FC, NE, Wildlife 
Trusts, LPAs, farmers 

Action A(v) 7: Flood risk management and 
farming/forestry land management

LPAs, developers and 
their advisors

Action A(v) 5: Reflecting CFMPs in LDDs



Responsibilities for implementing actions

• SEERA with support of many others
• Key audience

– Central Government
– National regulators and advisors
– Regional planners and policy makers
– Local authorities
– Developers and their advisors
– Industry and commerce
– Service providers e.g. health, transport, utilities
– Landowners and mangers
– NGOs, voluntary organisations, researchers
– Community groups and householders



But will this be enough?

• Priority objectives often conflict
• Easing congestion not reducing movement
• Limited influence over existing development
• Building Regs perceived as ‘maximum’ standards
• Translating into local policy/decisions
• Any gains often offset by greater consumption
• Air travel excluded
• Entrenched lifestyles
• All carrots and few sticks
• Sustainable choices still not the most attractive
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Policy Response
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What can RSS’s do?
• Legal parameters for RSS widely drawn 
• Policies should withstand legal challenge if: 

– relate to spatial planning 
– rational 
– capable of implementation

• There must be good reasons for requiring
development to go beyond national 
standards (e.g. Building Regulations)



Key lessons

• Implementation Plan goes beyond scope of 
planning and the South East Plan

• Involves a wide range of delivery agents, each 
with their own priorities

• Must consider how agents will be motivated to 
deliver identified actions

• Need for ‘sign-up’, commitment, and leading by 
example

• Sustainable choices must be more attractive for 
organisations, business and individuals

• Must regularly monitor and review



Progress?

Indonesia - for 
donkey’s years

21stC Netherlands


